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CEFR SCALE: B1 

GLOBAL SCALE  

Independent 
User  

B1  

Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters 
regularly encountered in work, leisure, school, etc. Can deal with most situations 
likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken. Can 
produce simple connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. 
Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions and briefly 
give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans.  

 

LISTENING  

 
OVERALL LISTENING COMPREHENSION  

B1  

Can understand straightforward factual information about common everyday or job related 
topics, identifying both general messages and specific details, provided speech is clearly 
articulated in a generally familiar accent.  

Can understand the main points of clear standard speech on familiar matters regularly 
encountered in work, school, leisure etc., including short narratives.  

 
UNDERSTANDING CONVERSATION BETWEEN NATIVE SPEAKERS  

B1  
Can generally follow the main points of extended discussion around him / her, provided speech 
is clearly articulated in standard dialect.  

 
LISTENING TO ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INSTRUCTIONS  

B1  
Can understand simple technical information, such as operating instructions for everyday 
equipment. Can follow detailed directions.  

 
LISTENING To AUDIO MEDIA AND RECORDINGS  

B1  

Can understand the information content of the majority of recorded or broadcast audio material 
on topics of personal interest delivered in clear standard speech.  

Can understand the main points of radio news bulletins and simpler recorded material about 
familiar subjects delivered relatively slowly and clearly.  

READING  

 
OVERALL READING COMPREHENSION  

B1  
Can read straightforward factual texts on subjects related to his / her field of interest with a 
satisfactory level of comprehension.  

 
READING CORRESPONDENCE  

B1  
Can understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters well enough to 
correspond regularly with a pen friend.  

 
READING FOR ORIENTATION  

B1  

Can scan longer texts in order to locate desired information, and gather information from 
different parts of a text, or from different texts in order to fulfil a specific task.  

Can find and understand relevant information in everyday material, such as letters, brochures 
and short official documents.  

 
READING FOR INFORMATION AND ARGUMENT  

B1  Can identify the main conclusions in clearly signalled argumentative texts. 
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Can recognise the line of argument in the treatment of the issue presented, though not 
necessarily in detail.  

Can recognise significant points in straightforward newspaper articles on familiar subjects.  

 

 
READING INSTRUCTIoNS  

b1  Can understand clearly written, straightforward instructions for a piece of equipment.  

A2  

Can understand regulations, for example safety, when expressed in simple language.  

Can understand simple instructions on equipment encountered in everyday life – such as a 
public telephone.  

WRITING  

 
OVERALL WRITTEN PRODUCTION  

B1  
Can write straightforward connected texts on a range of familiar subjects within his/her field of 
interest, by linking a series of shorter discrete elements into a linear sequence.  

 
OVERALL WRITTEN INTERACTION  

B1  

Can convey information and ideas on abstract as well as concrete topics, check information and 
ask about or explain problems with reasonable precision.  

Can write personal letters and notes asking for or conveying simple information of immediate 
relevance, getting across the point he / she feels to be important.  

 
CORRESPONDENCE  

B1  

Can write personal letters giving news and expressing thoughts about abstract or cultural topics 
such as music, films.  

Can write personal letters describing experiences, feelings and events in some detail.  

 
NOTES, MESSAGES AND FORMS  

B1  

Can take messages communicating enquiries, explaining problems.  

Can write notes conveying simple information of immediate relevance to friends, service people, 
teachers and others who feature in his/her everyday life, getting across comprehensibly the 
points he / she feels are important.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
CREATIVE WRITING  

B1  

Can write straightforward, detailed descriptions on a range of familiar subjects within his / her 
field of interest. 
Can write accounts of experiences, describing feelings and reactions in simple connected text. 
Can write a description of an event, a recent trip – real or imagined.  

SPEAKING  

 
OVERALL SPOKEN INTERACTION  

B1  
Can communicate with some confidence on familiar routine and non-routine matters related to 
his / her interests and professional field. Can exchange, check and confirm information, deal 
with less routine situations and explain why something is a problem. Can express thoughts on 
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more abstract, cultural topics such as films, books, music etc.  

Can exploit a wide range of simple language to deal with most situations likely to arise whilst 
travelling. Can enter unprepared into conversation on familiar topics, express personal opinions 
and exchange information on topics that are familiar, of personal interest or pertinent to 
everyday life (e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).  

 
OVERALL ORAL PRODUCTION  

B1  
Can reasonably fluently sustain a straightforward description of one of a variety of subjects 
within his / her field of interest, presenting it as a linear sequence of points.  

 

 
UNDERSTANDING A NATIVE SPEAKER INTERLOCUTOR  

B1  
Can follow clearly articulated speech directed at him/her in everyday conversation, though will 
sometimes have to ask for repetition of particular words and phrases.  

 
CONVERSATION  

B1  

Can enter unprepared into conversations on familiar topics. 
Can follow clearly articulated speech directed at him/her in everyday conversation, though will 
sometimes have to ask for repetition of particular words and phrases. 
Can maintain a conversation or discussion but may sometimes be difficult to follow when trying 
to say exactly what he / she would like to. 
Can express and respond to feelings such as surprise, happiness, sadness, interest and 
indifference.  

 
INFORMAL DISCUSSION (WITH FRIENDS)  

B1  

Can follow much of what is said around him / her on general topics provided interlocutors avoid 
very idiomatic usage and articulate clearly. 
Can express his / her thoughts about abstract or cultural topics such as music, films. Can 
explain why something is a problem.  

Can give brief comments on the views of others. 
Can compare and contrast alternatives, discussing what to do, where to go, who or which to 
choose etc.  

Can generally follow the main points in an informal discussion with friends provided speech is 
clearly articulated in standard dialect. 
Can give or seek personal views and opinions in discussing topics of interest. 
Can make his / her opinions and reactions understood as regards solutions to problems or 
practical questions of where to go, what to do, how to organise an event (e.g. an outing).  

Can express belief, opinion, agreement and disagreement politely.  

 

GOAL-ORIENTED CO-OPERATION  

(e.g. Repairing a car, discussing a document, organising an event)  

B1  

Can follow what is said, though he / she may occasionally have to ask for repetition or 
clarification if the other people’s talk is rapid or extended. 
Can explain why something is a problem, discuss what to do next, compare and contrast 
alternatives.  

Can give brief comments on the views of others.  

Can generally follow what is said and, when necessary, can repeat back part of what someone 
has said to confirm mutual understanding. 
Can make his / her opinions and reactions understood as regards possible solutions or the 
question of what to do next, giving brief reasons and explanations.  

Can invite others to give their views on how to proceed.  
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INFORMATION EXCHANGE  

B1  

Can exchange, check and confirm accumulated factual information on familiar routine and non-
routine matters within his / her field with some confidence. 
Can describe how to do something, giving detailed instructions. 
Can summarise and give his or her opinion about a short story, article, talk, discussion, 
interview, or documentary and answer further questions of detail.  

Can find out and pass on straightforward factual information. Can ask for and follow detailed 
directions. 
Can obtain more detailed information.  

 
SUSTAINED MONOLOGUE (DESCRIBING EXPERIENCE)  

B1  

Can give straightforward descriptions on a variety of familiar subjects within his / her field of 
interest. 
Can reasonably fluently relate a straightforward narrative or description as a linear sequence of 
points. Can give detailed accounts of experiences, describing feelings and reactions.  

Can relate details of unpredictable occurrences, e.g. an accident. Can relate the plot of a book 
or film and describe his / her reactions. Can describe dreams, hopes and ambitions. 
Can describe events, real or imagined. 
Can narrate a story.  

 
ADDRESSING AUDIENCES  

B1  

Can give a prepared straightforward presentation on a familiar topic within his / her field which 
is clear enough to be followed without difficulty most of the time, and in which the main points 
are explained with reasonable precision. 
Can take follow up questions, but may have to ask for repetition if the speech was rapid.  

ACROSS SKILLS  

 
PLANNING  

B1  

Can rehearse and try out new combinations and expressions, inviting feedback.  

Can work out how to communicate the main point(s) he / she wants to get across, exploiting 
any resources available and limiting the message to what he / she can recall or find the means 
to express.  

 
COMPENSATING  

B1  

Can define the features of something concrete for which he / she can’t remember the word. Can 
convey meaning by qualifying a word meaning something similar (e.g. a truck for people = bus).  

Can use a simple word meaning something similar to the concept he / she wants to convey and 
invites “correction”. 
Can foreignise a mother tongue word and ask for confirmation.  

 
MONITORING AND REPAIR  

B1  

Can correct mix-ups with tenses or expressions which lead to misunderstandings provided the 
interlocutor indicates there is a problem.  

Can ask for confirmation that a form used is correct. 
Can start again using a different tactic when communication breaks down.  

 
GENERAL LINGUISTIC RANGE  

B1  

Has a sufficient range of language to describe unpredictable situations, explain the main points 
in an idea or problem with reasonable precision and express thoughts on abstract or cultural 
topics such as music and films.  

Has enough language to get by, with sufficient vocabulary to express him/herself with some 
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hesitation and circumlocutions on topics such as family, hobbies and interests, work, travel, and 
current events, but lexical limitations cause repetition and even difficulty with formulation at 
times.  

 
VOCABULARY RANGE  

B1  
Has a sufficient vocabulary to express him/herself with some circumlocutions on most topics 
pertinent to his/her everyday life such as family, hobbies and interests, work, travel, and current 
events.  

 
VOCABULARY CONTROL  

B1  
Shows good control of elementary vocabulary but major errors still occur when expressing more 
complex thoughts or handling unfamiliar topics and situations.  

 
GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY  

B1  

Communicates with reasonable accuracy in familiar contexts; generally good control though 
with noticeable mother tongue influence. Errors occur, but it is clear what he/she is trying to 
express.  

Uses reasonably accurately a repertoire of frequently used “routines” and patterns associated 
with more predictable situations.  

 
PHONOLOGICAL CONTROL  

B1  
Pronunciation is clearly intelligible even if a foreign accent is sometimes evident and occasional 
mispronunciations occur.  

 

 
ORTHOGRAPHIC CONTROL  

B1  
Can produce continuous writing which is generally intelligible throughout. 
Spelling, punctuation and layout are accurate enough to be followed most of the time.  

 
SOCIOLINGUISTIC APPROPRIATENESS  

B1  

Can perform and respond to a wide range of language functions, using their most common 
exponents in a neutral register. 
Is aware of the salient politeness conventions and acts appropriately. 
Is aware of, and looks out for, signs of the most significant differences between the customs, 
usages, attitudes, values and beliefs prevalent in the community concerned and those of  

his / her own.  

 
FLEXIBILITY  

B1  
Can adapt his / her expression to deal with less routine, even difficult, situations. 
Can exploit a wide range of simple language flexibly to express much of what he / she wants.  

 
COHERENCE AND COHESION  

B1  
Can link a series of shorter, discrete simple elements into a connected, linear sequence of 
points.  

 

 
SPOKEN FLUENCY  

B1  

Can express him / herself with relative ease. Despite some problems with formulation resulting 
in pauses and “cul-de-sacs”, he / she is able to keep going effectively without help.  

Can keep going comprehensibly, even though pausing for grammatical and lexical planning and 
repair is very evident, especially in longer stretches of free production.  

 
TAKING THE FLOOR (TURNTAKING)  

B1  

Can intervene in a discussion on a familiar topic, using a suitable phrase to get the floor.  

Can initiate, maintain and close simple face-to-face conversation on topics that are familiar or of 
personal interest.  

 
COOPERATING  
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B1  

Can exploit a basic repertoire of language and strategies to help keep a conversation or 
discussion going. 
Can summarise the point reached in a discussion and so help focus the talk.  

Can repeat back part of what someone has said to confirm mutual understanding and help keep 
the development of ideas on course. Can invite others into the discussion.  

 
ASKING FOR CLARIFICATION  

B1  Can ask someone to clarify or elaborate what they have just said.  

 
PROCESSING TEXT  

B1  

Can collate short pieces of information from several sources and summarise them for 
somebody else.  

Can paraphrase short written passages in a simple fashion, using the original text wording and 
ordering.  
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Guidelines for Online General English Tests at Level B1  
 
Introduction: test users, language domains, approach to content 
 
The users of the online general English Tests at level B1 are UNITN students studying 
humanities or sciences. The tests are used by students studying different subjects across 
the university’s departments. The tests require students to demonstrate basic competence 
in English in a range of familiar contexts. Students are assessed on their competence in 
listening, reading, writing and speaking (the speaking component is accessed if students 
achieve a 60% pass on the writing component but is not part of the test materials 
encountered online). The result of the test is PASS or FAIL. The result conveys whether or 
not a candidate has reached CEFR level B1.  
 
The four domains of communication – personal, academic, public, professional – are 
represented in the test. The operations (receptive and productive) are contextualized in 
common, everyday target language use situations (TLUS) and do not include any 
specialist knowledge or vocabulary. Some emphasis is placed on the educational domain 
of communication. The operations are familiar to candidates and highlight the importance 
of a mastery of English to access knowledge in a variety of content areas. This looks 
ahead at the learning and assessment objectives at B2 where the focus is on operating 
more autonomously in English. Indeed, the assessment objectives at B2 go beyond 
certifying level – the result conveys a candidate’s ability (or not) to operate with a good 
degree of autonomy in English medium academic and (familiar / predictable) professional 
contexts. Although the assessment objectives differ, the content and context of the B1 
level test introduce and align with the purposes of assessment at higher levels and aim to 
provide continuity of assessment across levels. 
 
The tests incorporate authentic materials. The complexity of texts used to test receptive 
skills and the commands in the rubric for the writing task are adjusted in line with what a 
student with B1 level English can reasonably be expected to cope with. The materials are 
authentic in that they are contextualized in instances of communication that would occur in 
real life settings. Where possible the tasks reflect the type of interaction students would 
engage in with the input in English in target language use situations (TLUS) outside of the 
testing environment. The test materials cover a broad range of topics but are 
comprehensible to all students regardless of their discipline. Students are required to cope 
with a variety of texts, topics and operations used in the TLUS detailed in each task rubric. 
Candidates are also required to cope with a variety of accents that students may 
encounter in today’s globalized world. Accent and cultural setting are always 
comprehensible to a student with B1 level English. Students are required to demonstrate 
understanding of literal meaning and obtain basic information. In written production, 
students are required to demonstrate ability to write in semi-formal English that is 
appropriate in content and form, responding to all task commands.  
 
The tests are not designed to test content knowledge. They are tests of language 
competence. The content and contexts are based broadly on academic life at the 
University of Trento and very familiar communicative events in daily life. The familiar topics 
of general interest provide contexts that give students the opportunity to perform at their 
best during the test.  
 
Where possible tasks should be designed according to situational and interactive 
authenticity. Situational authenticity is the degree to which the test method 
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characteristics of a language task reflect the characteristics of a real life situation in which 
the language will be used. The TLUS in the rubric should make the task purpose clear to 
facilitate goal setting and strategy. In designing a situationally authentic task, it is 
necessary to determine the critical features that define the task in the TLU domain – 
familiar communicative operations with a set of linguistic requirements. Once a clear idea 
of the TLUS has been formed, task and item types need to be selected on the basis of 
how closely they engage the targeted competencies. The real life listening / reading / 
writing event should be reflected in the test task. That could be listening to a lecture, 
reading a handout or writing an email to a tutor. 
 
Interactional authenticity regards the interaction between test task and test taker. Where 
possible, tasks should incorporate the goal-directed purposive nature of language as 
communication, which means that they must involve the test taker in functions other than 
simply demonstrating knowledge of the language.  
 
This means test writers should: 

 make use of texts, situational contexts, and tasks which simulate real life without 
trying to replicate it exactly. For example, a reading task could require a candidate 
to scan for specific terms in the text, rather than automatically requiring them to 
read the text closely, attentively and in detail; 

 attempt to use situations and tasks which are likely to be familiar and relevant to the 
intended test taker at B1 level. Situations and operations are detailed in the tables 
below; 

 make clear, in providing contexts, the purpose for carrying out a particular task. 
 
ONLINE ENGLISH TESTS LEVEL B1 OVERVIEW: 
 

LISTENING NO. ITEMS TIME  

TASK 1 5 2 MINS 30 SECS  

TASK 2 5 2 MINS 30 SECS  

TASK 3 5 2 MINS 30 SECS  

TOTAL POINTS 15 TOTAL TIME 20 MINS 

    

READING  WORD COUNT  

TASK 1 6 300  

TASK 2 7 300 – 330  

TASK 3 7 300 - 330  

  WORD COUNT 900 - 960 WORDS 

TOTAL POINTS 20 TOTAL TIME 40 MINS 

    

WRITING    

TASK  1 TOTAL WORD 
COUNT 

MINIMUM 120 WORDS 

  TOTAL TIME 30 MINS 

TOTAL POINTS 20   

  OVERALL TEST TIME 90 MINS 
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LISTENING SECTION 

 
Listening Construct: 
The listening tasks should measure the candidates’ competence in the following areas: 
 

 Knowledge of the sound system: discriminating stress patterns within words; 
discriminating sounds in connected speech; recognizing and understanding 
intonation, stress; recognizing and understanding attitudinal meaning through pitch, 
pause and tempo. 

 

 Understanding full linguistic meanings: knowledge of syntax, vocabulary, 
discourse structure, understanding longer texts, the ability to use that knowledge 
automatically in real time. 

 
 
CONSIDERATIONS FOR TEST WRITERS 
 

 Listening tests require fast, automatic, on-line processing of texts that have the 

characteristics of typical spoken language. The texts should contain features of the 

CEFR descriptors in the tables above and be in line with the realistic and 

reasonable TLUS at B1 level. The three test tasks cannot cover all the CEFR 

subskills but test writers should try to incorporate as broad a range as possible 

when drafting listening texts. 

 The texts and tasks aim to reflect real-life communicative situations as far as 

possible. However, sampling authentic listening materials – podcasts, TV / internet 

broadcasts, YouTube audio, recorded lectures etc – provide significant challenges. 

Finding and editing material is time consuming. Editing audio to try and incorporate 

an adequate range of subskills is also very difficult. The test writing process 

becomes a task of inventing and fitting items to a piece of audio rather than first 

deciding what competences need to be measured and then producing a text and 

items that can best access those competences. Even though listening text are 

drafted by test writers, authenticity is still a consideration. Test writers should 

provide real life TLUS and texts that reflect familiar communicative situations. 

 When drafting listening texts to measure competences at B1 the texts need to be in 

line with what a candidate can reasonably be expected to manage at this level. The 

task and texts must make reasonable demands of the candidate. There are a few 

considerations that can help the drafting process align with B1 level competencies: 

o Texts should have clear signposting throughout. Extension of a point, a 

contrast, change in direction, concession etc all need to be clearly 

signalled. 

o Texts should not contain a high level of abstractions. They should contain 

concrete, familiar notions and ideas. 

o The text should be linear in progression. Deviations should be brief and 

manageable. 
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o Sentences should have clear agents as their grammatical subjects. Test 

writers should evaluate how easy it is to follow subject strings and subject 

changes in the text. 

o Grammatical subjects of sentences should not be very long. Spoken 

sentences are difficult to follow if there is a lot of material before you hear 

and process the main clause verb.  

o Interruptions between subject and verb and verb and complement should 

be easily manageable. 

o Emphatic or important material should be placed at the moment of 

syntactic closure in sentences – near a full stop, semi colon or colon. 

Natural stress and intonation patterns will help focus listening on pertinent 

information in the text. Pertinent information that may be the answer to an 

item will be more difficult to identify if it is placed in a sentence interruption 

(between two commas). 

 Only knowledge that has been provided in the text should be open for interpretation. 

 The scripted and teacher recorded texts should be in line with the CEFR B1 level 

descriptors and reflect the realistic TLUS at this level. Texts are chosen once the 

complexity and density of information and level of abstraction are deemed 

appropriate for B1. When scripting texts, writers should take into account 

appropriate periods of redundancy.  

 Listeners should be required to understand the basic linguistic information in 

monologues and multi-participant discussions. Listeners should be able to 

distinguish general ideas from their supporting detail, as long as the topic is familiar, 

straightforward and clearly articulated. 

 Listening tasks should require candidates to obtain the important concrete facts and 

details that are presented in the listening text. The general idea is for candidates to 

demonstrate they can understand the central message in spoken discourse in 

familiar, predictable communicative situations. 



UNITN SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE TEST OF ENGLISH AT LEVEL B1 

 12 

 

Assessment objectives for listening 
 
Listening for gist  
The candidate can 

 understand the main points of spoken English on familiar matters regularly 
encountered at work, school, leisure, etc. including short narratives.  

 understand the main points of straightforward broadcast information and simple 
recorded material on everyday topics delivered clearly at a natural pace.  

 understand linking and sequencing discourse markers like “First”, “Then”, 
“Finally” and use them to process a series of linear information points.  

 
Listening for detail 
The candidate can: 

 understand details in recorded material and radio programmes on topics of 
interest.  

 understand the main point and the meaning of supportive examples / 
illustrations of utterances made on everyday topics.  

 
Selective listening 
The candidate can: 

recognize essential information in public announcements or messages.  
 
 
Operations for listening 

 

 Identifying purpose 

 Identifying topic and following topic development 

 Identifying relationships among units within discourse (major ideas, generalizations, 

supporting ideas, examples) 

 Identifying role of discourse markers in signalling structure (e.g. high frequency 

signposting – First … Then … Finally) 

 Recognizing key lexical items related to topic 

 Recognizing markers of cohesion 

 Obtaining factual information 

 Focused listening 

 Short note taking  

 Recognizing function of intonation to signal information structure (pitch, volume, 

pace) 

 Detecting attitude of speaker toward subject matter 

 Recognizing relevant matter from brief digressions 

 Recognising and understanding opinions 

 Understanding comparisons and contrasts 

 Following conversations revolving around a variety of concerns in familiar, 

predictable personal / public / professional communicative situations 

 Recognising and understanding clearly articulated opinions 
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 Identifying evidence for claim and recognizing supporting information 

 Understanding expressions of agreement / disagreement 

 Recognizing indications of uncertainty 

 
 

Listening 1 

Structure Contextualized TLU 
Task instructions 
Audio (Candidate may listen twice) 
Items 

Objective To assess candidate’s ability to understand specific 
information in a monologue/s. 

Intended operations Listening for detail 

Type of task 3 option multiple choice questions 
Multiple matching 
Labelling diagram 
Note completion 

Number of items 5 

Type of text Monologue 
Domain: educational 

Nature of information Excerpt from a talk on a subject of general academic interest 

Speakers One speaker delivering the talk 

Text length Approx 400 words 2 mins 30 secs 

Score 1 point per item 

 
 

Listening 2 

Structure Contextualized TLU 
Task instructions 
Audio (Candidate may listen twice) 
Items 

Objective To assess candidate’s ability to understand the gist and 
necessary details of a conversation at normal speed 

Intended operations Listening for gist and listening for detail 

Type of task 3 option multiple choice questions 
Constructed response 
Multiple matching 
Summary completion 

Number of items 5 

Type of text Dialogue 
Domains: educational, personal, public 

Nature of information Conversations in everyday situations 

Speakers Two speakers engaged in conversation 

Text length Approx 400 words 2 mins 30 secs 

Score 1 point per item 
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Listening 3  
Structure Contextualized TLU 

Task instructions 
Audio (Candidate may listen twice) 
Items 

Objective To assess candidate’s ability to understand specific details 
during a formal interview 

Intended operations Listening for detail 

Type of task 3 option multiple choice questions 
Constructed response 
Matching 

Number of items 5 

Type of text Predominantly monologue / one speaker has long turns 
Domains: educational, public, professional 

Nature of information Radio / podcast interview 
Tutorial with member of teaching staff 

Speakers Interlocutor and respondent 

Text length Approx 400 words 2 mins 30 secs 

Score 1 point per item 
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READING SECTION 
 
Reading Construct: 
The reading tasks should measure the candidates’ competence in the following areas: 
 

 Knowledge of script: discriminating graphemes, following spelling system, 
understanding punctuation. 

 

 Understanding full linguistic meanings: deducing meaning and use of unfamiliar 
lexical items through understanding of word formation: stem/roots, affixation, 
derivation, compounding, deducing meaning through clear contextual clues. 

 Understanding explicitly stated information. 

 Understanding conceptual meaning, particularly: quantity and amount; definiteness 
and indefiniteness; comparison and degree; time (tense and aspect); location and 
direction; cause; result; purpose; reason; contrast. 

 Understanding relations within a sentence: elements of sentence structure; 
modifiers. 

 Understanding relations between parts of a text through lexical cohesion: repetition; 
synonymy; lexical set; general words. 

 Understanding relations between parts of a text through grammatical cohesive 
devices. 

 Recognizing discourse indicators for: introducing; developing; transitioning; 
concluding; emphasising; explaining and clarifying. 

 Identifying the main point or important information in a text. 

 Distinguishing the main idea from supporting details by differentiating: primary from 
secondary significance; the whole from its parts; a process from its stages; category 
from exponent; statement from example; fact from opinion; a proposition from its 
argument. 

 Skimming to obtain: the gist of the text; a general impression of the macro structure 
of the text. 

 Search reading: locating information on predetermined topics. It is reading to 
answer set questions or to provide data for an assignment. It is different from 
skimming because the search for information is guided by predetermined topics so 
the reader does not necessarily have to establish a macro-propositional structure of 
the whole text. 

 Scanning to locate specifically required information on: a single point; more than 
one point; a whole topic. 

 Careful reading: understanding the majority of information in the text / part of the 
text – the process is not selective. A macro-structure of the text is built up on the 
basis of the majority of the information in the text. 
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Assessment objectives for reading 
 
Reading for gist 
The candidate can: 

 recognize salient points in straightforward articles (internet, newspaper, 
magazine) on familiar topics.  

 identify the message / intention in a text.  

 understand linking and sequencing (discourse) markers (e.g. “firstly”, “then”, 
“after”, “finally”, etc.), and use them to follow the macro organization and 
development of an article or narrative.  

 
Reading for detail 
The candidate can: 

 understand important details and the main conclusions of a clearly structured 
(argumentative, narrative, descriptive or informative) text.  

 understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal texts.  

 understand a personal text on familiar topics.  

 understand clearly written straightforward operating instructions / guidelines.  
 
Selective reading (scanning) 
The candidate can: 

 find and understand relevant information in articles (internet, newspaper, magazine) 
emails, brochures and advertisements.  

 scan short texts, locating relevant details.  
 
 
Reading operations 
 

 Reading for gist and reading for detail 

 Identifying purpose 

 Identifying topic and following topic development 

 Identifying relationships among units within discourse (major ideas, 
generalizations, supporting ideas, examples) 

 Identifying role of discourse markers in signalling structure (conjunctions, adverbs) 

 Recognizing key lexical items related to topic 

 Deducing meanings of words from clearly articulated context 

 Recognizing markers of cohesion 

 Obtaining factual information 

 Focused reading 

 Short note taking 

 Understanding accompanying tables / graphs / graphics and how they relate to text 

 Detecting attitude of writer toward subject matter 

 Recognizing relevant matter from redundant material 

 Recognizing instructional / learner tasks (warnings, suggestions, 
recommendations, advice, instructions) 

 Summarizing 
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 Recognising and understanding opinions 

 Understanding comparisons and contrasts 

 Following straightforward descriptions of processes / techniques / concepts / 
procedures and understanding the relative importance of the stages / outcomes. 

 
 

Reading 1 

Structure Contextualized TLU 
Task instructions 
Text 
Items 

Objective To assess candidate’s ability to understand the gist and 
necessary details of a personal / semi formal email 
correspondence and semi formal internet forum contributions 

Intended operations Reading for gist and reading for detail 

Type of task 3 option multiple choice questions 
Constructed response 
Matching 
Multiple matching 
Multiple matching using a number of short texts 
Select X options from a list 

Number of items 7 

Type of text Semi formal emails / personal emails 
Semi formal internet forum contributions 
Notes, signs, instructions, notices etc for multiple short texts 
Domains: educational, personal, public 
Single text or a number of shorter texts 

Nature of information Emails / forum contributions relating to general academic life, 
pragmatic issues connected with academic life 
Offered solutions relating to enquiries 

Text length Approx 300 words 

Score 1 point per item 
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Reading 2 

Structure Contextualized TLU 
Task instructions 
Text 
Items 

Objective To assess candidate’s ability to understand the gist and 
necessary details of an informative formal or semi formal text  

Intended operations Reading for gist and reading for detail 

Type of task 3 option multiple choice questions 
Constructed response 
Multiple matching 
Gap fill with correct word from a selection provided 
Summary completion 
Note completion 
Replace sentence 
Which sentence does not fit? 
Which paragraph contains the information listed? 

Number of items 7 

Type of text 
One of the following: 

Newspaper article 
Magazine article 
Blog 
Promotional material 
Instructions 
Leaflets 
Regulations 

Nature of information Topic of historical, geographical, scientific etc interest 
International or local current affairs 
Advertising products or services 

Text length Approx 300 - 330 words 

Score 1 point per item 
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Reading 3 

Structure Contextualized TLU 
Task instructions 
Text 
Items 

Objective To assess candidate’s ability to understand the necessary 
details of a formal informative / academic text  

Intended operations Reading for detail 

Type of task 3 option multiple choice questions 
Constructed response 
Multiple matching 
Gap fill with correct word from a selection provided 
Summary completion 
Note completion 
Replace sentence 
Which sentence does not fit? 
Which paragraph contains the information listed? 

Number of items 6 

Type of text Formal text on a topic of general academic interest 

Nature of information Detail is contained in a more complex text. Candidates are 
required to locate and understand necessary information to 
process the entire text. 

Text length Approx 300 - 330 words 

Score 1 point per item 



UNITN SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE TEST OF ENGLISH AT LEVEL B1 

 20 

WRITING SECTION 

Candidates must demonstrate their written communication skills at level B1. They are required to 

produce a straightforward text on a familiar matter. Candidates must demonstrate an ability to 

combine short, discrete elements into a linear sequence following the three task commands. 

Successful responses show control of basic cohesive devices within and between sentences; 

show control of simple grammatical forms; and show evidence of B1 level lexis on topics such as 

personal information, house and home, daily life, free time and entertainment, travel, 

relations with other people, health, education, shopping, food and drink, services, places 

weather. At this level it is recognized that range is clearly limited, although communication 

can be effective and purposive.  

Writing Construct: 
The reading tasks should measure the candidates’ competence in the following areas: 

 Manipulating English script: forming graphemes; knowledge of English spelling; 
using basic punctuation. 

 Expressing information explicitly. 

 Expressing conceptual meaning: quantity and amount; definiteness and 
indefiniteness; comparison and degree; tense and aspect; location and direction; 
cause; result; purpose; reason; contrast. 

 Use of elements within a sentence: premodification, postmodification, sentence 
adverbs; use of negation; basic, high frequency inter and intra sentential 
connectors. 

 Using indicators in writing for: introducing an idea; developing an idea; transition to 
another idea; concluding an idea; emphasising a point; explanation of a point 
already made. 

 

Assessment objectives for writing 
The candidate can: 

 write straightforward descriptions on everyday topics within their personal fields of 
interest.  

 write short accounts of experiences describing feelings and reactions.  

 summarise, report and give personal opinions about information on everyday topics 
within their personal fields of interest.  
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Writing  

Structure 

 
Contextualized TLUS – these are familiar to all candidates. 
Typically an email to a friend, a competition entry, an entry 
on an internet discussion forum etc 
 
Task commands - these direct the candidates' response. 
Commands are basic and are typically: narrate; explain; 
describe.  
 

Objective 

 
To assess candidate’s ability to express straightforward, 
concrete concepts in a linear sequence.  
 

 
Intended operations 

 
Writing an expository text. The text may perform some of the 
following operations which are given in the task commands: 
 
Expressing:  

 opinions 

 comment 

 reasons 
 
Directing: 

 informing 
 
Describing: 

 actions 

 events 

 processes 

 advantages / disadvantages 
 

Type of task 

 
Writing a straightforward familiar text. The TLUS 
contextualizes the task and provides the purpose for writing 
the text. However, the extent to which a candidate adheres to 
the conventions of any particular genre is not assessed. The 
TLUS is provided to facilitate ready access into producing a 
response. 
 

Number of items 
 
Candidates must respond to one task. 
 

 
Type of text: input 
 

 
Purpose for writing. 
 
Three task commands.  
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Type of text: output A text that responds to the task commands with evidence of 
some development / examples / detail pertinent to the task 
requirements.  
 

Text length: input 
 
Rubric: approx 80 words 
 

Text length: output 
 
A minimum of 120 words 
 

Score 
 
20 points. 12/20 is a pass. 
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SPEAKING SECTION 

The aim of this section of the test is to assess the examinees’ ability to interact meaningfully in 

English and sustain short but organized stretches of spoken discourse. They should be able to use 

basic structures and lexis when discussing topics related to their field of study and to matters of 

general interest. A successful outcome will be achieved if both the discussions and the monologue 

are minimally acceptable to arrive at the desired communicative purpose. Responses will clearly 

be limited in range and characterized by errors, although these should be mainly non-impeding. 

Speaking Construct: 

Ability to interact effectively at B1 level consists of the following aspects of speaking:  

Clarity of presentation. This stems from ability to:  

 organise information in a logical sequence;  

 use basic discourse markers.  

Ability to discuss topics of general interest. This is reflected in the ability to: 

 express opinions as well as elaborate them by specifying, exemplifying, giving reasons. At 

this level development will be limited and characterized by repetition;  

 respond the interlocutor’s (examiner and other candidate) contribution and tie the content of 

the candidate's own turn to this;  

Prerequisites of the above specified abilities are:  

 basic knowledge of the vocabulary and structures of the language, and ability to access the 

knowledge relatively quickly;  

 comprehensible pronunciation;  

 ability to comprehend and react to the interlocutor’s speech.  

 
Assessment objectives for writing 
The candidate can: 

- within the framework of social contacts -  

 take an active part in informal conversations  

 enter unprepared into conversations of a general nature  

 give straightforward descriptions on everyday topics, personal issues and topics 
within their fields of interest  

 
- within the framework of exchanging information, opinions and experience -  

 relate the main ideas and details in a picture.  

 communicate with a degree of autonomy on everyday topics or topics not related to 
their areas of interest or their professional field.  

 exchange, check and confirm information, deal with less routine situations, and 
explain what language problems they have.  

 express opinions and feelings on abstract, cultural topics such as books, music, 
etc.).  

 express and respond to feelings such as interest or lack of interest.  

 express belief, opinions, agreement and disagreement politely.  

 describe events, real or imagined.  

 briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions, plans and actions.  
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when solving tasks in everyday situations -  

 compare and contrast alternatives with the aim of achieving a consensus.  
 express opinions and attitudes as regards solutions to problems or achieving a 

consensus.  
 express opinions and attitudes as regards possible solutions or the question of what 

to do next, giving brief reasons and explanations.  
 take part in conversations on everyday topics (e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel, 

housing, current events).  
 elicit factual information.  

 
 

Speaking 1  

Structure 
 
Candidates ask and answer questions about familiar topics. 
 

Objective 

 
To assess candidates' ability to sustain small talk on a variety 
of familiar everyday topics and topics related to personal and 
university life. 
 

Intended operations 

 

Talking about everyday familiar situations and about 

studying at university. 

 Understanding questions on familiar topics from the 

personal and educational domains of communication 

 Responding to questions spontaneously with an 

appropriate amount of detail 

 

Type of task 

 
Candidates ask each other questions on familiar topics to get 
to know each other. 
 

Time 
 
Approx 3 minutes 
 

Input 
 
Candidate questions  
 

Task 

 
Each candidate responds spontaneously to questions asked. 
Candidates are not expected to develop answers into a 
conversation. 
 

Topics 

 
Familiar personal topics - family, interests, travel etc - and 
any relevant aspect of university life. 
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Speaking 2  

Structure 

 
Visual stimulus - a photograph of a familiar scene. 
Monologue 
 

Objective 

 
To assess candidates' ability to logically and coherently 
organize and sustain a brief monologue. 
 

Intended operations 

 

Describing and talking about the situations presented in the 

visual stimulus. 

 

Type of task 
 
Monologue. 
 

Time 
 
Approx 4 minutes (1-2 minutes per candidate) 
 

Input 

 
Task photographs placed in front of candidate. Candidates 
are invited to describe and talk about their photograph for 
approximately 1 minute.  
 

Task 

 
Candidates should spontaneously talk about the photographs 
in as much detail as possible. 
 

Topics 
 
Readily accessible topics of general interest. 
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Speaking 3  

Structure 

 
Visual stimulus. 
Dialogue between candidates 
 

Objective 
 
To assess candidates' ability to have a two-way conversation. 
 

Intended operations 

 

Discussing the situation presented in the visual stimulus 

providing personal opinion, reasons and evidence and detail 

to support and elaborate position. 

 Summarising situation presented on the visual 

stimulus 

 Stating opinion 

 Stating claims in support of opinion  

 Organising response with basic discourse markers 

 Using basic lexical items related to topic 

 Linking responses to interlocutor's comments 

 Moving conversation purposefully forward 

 Changing or developing topic helpfully 

 

Type of task 

 
Dialogue between 2 candidates (3 candidates if odd number 
at the end of the exam session). 
 

Time 
 
Approx 4 minutes 
 

Input 

 
Task sheet placed in front of both candidates. The task sheet 
can contain pictures, diagrams, tables, text. The rubric is 
explained by the examiner. 
 

Task 

 
Students discuss a situation and provide solutions to a 
possible problem (choosing a birthday present, deciding on 
an activity to to at the weekend etc). 
 

Topics 
 
Readily accessible topics of general interest. 
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Speaking 4  

Structure 
 
Candidates discuss an issue 
 

Objective 

 
To assess candidates' ability to respond to sustain a 
conversation on a familiar topic.  
 

Intended operations 

 

Answering questions and sustaining conversation 

 Engaging in conversation  

 Participating in discussion commenting, putting point 
of view. 

 Developing ideas 

 Using basic discourse markers in signalling structure 
(conjunctions, adverbs) 

 Using key lexical items related to topic 

 Delivering factual information 

 Stating position toward subject matter 

 Providing basic descriptions of processes / 

techniques / concepts / procedures 

 Understanding predictable questions 

 Responding readily to questions 

 

Type of task 
 
Dialogue  
 

Time 
 
Approx 4 minutes 
 

Input 
 
Candidates ask open questions on a given topic 
 

Task 

 
Students discuss a given topic of very general interest (for 
example "It is better to learn English with a teacher than on 
your own") and give their opinion. 
 

 
Topics 

 
Familiar topics of general interest. 
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TOPIC INVENTORY FOR TEXTS 
 
The topics below are by no means exhaustive but provide a core of the areas that could be 
covered in test materials. 
 

Topic  Sub-topic  

Personal information  

 
Name  
Address and telephone number  
Marital status  
Age, date and place of birth  
Nationality  
Physical appearance  
Likes and dislikes  
 

Friends and family  

 
Personal relationships  
Social networks  
Family occasions 
 

House and home  

 
Type, size and location of home  
House, room and garden  
Furniture and household equipment  
Pets  
Rent and other expenses  
 

Food and drink  

 
Meals, dishes, beverages, snacks  
Places to eat and drink  
Communicating with waiters  
 

Shopping  

 
Shops, stores, (super)markets  
Prices, sizes, quantities, measurements  
Internet shopping  
Buying and selling things  
Communicating with shop personnel  
 

Daily life  

 
Daily routine  
Habits 
Clothes  

 

Places  

 
Countries and cities  
Public spaces and buildings (street, park, stadium, etc.)  
Type and location of place  
Giving directions  
 

Education  

 
Schools, colleges, universities  
Language training, adult education, vocational training  
Communicating with teaching staff, fellow students, etc.  
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Exchange programs  
Special events such as parents’ day, sports day, etc.  
 

Work  

 
Jobs  
Vocational qualifications  
Working hours, conditions of work, pay  
Unemployment  
Communicating with employers, colleagues, clients, etc.  
 

Health  

 
Body  
Health and body care, fitness  
Illness, accidents, drugs  
Medical treatment  
Using medical services  
 

The natural environment  

 
Plants, animals  
Landscape, countryside, seaside  
Weather and climate  
Protecting the environment  
 

Media and communications  

 
Press, radio, television, computers, Internet, telephones, 
multimedia  

 

Leisure activities and 
entertainment  

 
Hobbies and interests  
Cultural activities (cinema, music, theatre, etc.)  
Sports and games  
Public holidays and festivals  
 

Travel and holidays  

 
Travelling by road, rail, air or ship  
Timetables and connections  
Travel arrangements  
Accommodation, luggage  
Sightseeing  
Communicating with travel agents, receptionists, etc.  
 

Private and public services  

 
Post office, banks, insurance companies, lost property office, 
tourist information office  
Buying and obtaining private and public services  
 

Relationships with other 
cultures  

 
Migration 
Customs 
Native language, other languages ù 
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USEFUL RESOURCES: 
 
Threshold 1990, Council of Europe: 
http://www.ealta.eu.org/documents/resources/Threshold-Level_CUP.pdf 
 
English Grammar Profile: 
http://www.englishprofile.org/english-grammar-profile/egp-online 
 
English Vocabulary Profile: 
http://www.englishprofile.org/wordlists 
 
Word frequency data: 
https://www.wordfrequency.info/free.asp?s=y 
 

http://www.ealta.eu.org/documents/resources/Threshold-Level_CUP.pdf
http://www.englishprofile.org/english-grammar-profile/egp-online
http://www.englishprofile.org/wordlists
https://www.wordfrequency.info/free.asp?s=y

